CHAPTER V.

THE EARLY DAYS.

Look now abroad—another race bas filled
‘These populous borders—wide the wood recedes,
And towns shoot up, and fertile Tealms are tilled ;
“The land is full of barvest and green meads;
Streams numberless, that many a fountain feeds,
Shine, disembowered, and give to sun and breezz,
“Their virgin waters ; the full region leads
Mew coloniss forth, that toward the western seas
Spread, like 2 rapid Aawme, among the autumnal eees.

Although the natives were far from satisfied
with the decisions of the Native Land Court
referred to in the previous chapter, the
manner in which the vast majority of them
accepted the situation is a wonderful tribute
to their law-abiding spirit. Here and there
friction seemed imminent, and at one time
it was feared that the provisions of the
Disturbed Districts Act wounld have to be
enforced, but beyond the arrest of a chief
name Miritana and two of his followers, for
refusing to allow the surveys to proceed, and
the slaughter of some four hundred sheep

id
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belonging to a settler—Mr. Gotty—nothing of
any serious moment occurred to jeopardise
the peaceful settlement of the Rangitikei-
Manawatu Block. This was further facilitated
by the satisfactory apportionment of the im-
pounded rents (amounting to £4699) amongst
the contending tribes. Having failed to arrive
at a mutual understanding amongst them-
selves, they appealed to Dr. Featherston to
make such a division as to him seemed fair,
pledging themselves severally to abide by his
award. After an hour’s consideration, the
Superintendent decided that the three Ngati-
raukawa kapus were entitled to f1600, the
Rangitane tribe to £550,% and the Ngatiapa
tribe to £2545.

The award gave general but not universal

satisfaction. It was, however, loyally accepted

by all the tribes, and thus closed the last
cause of open rupture between them. Surveys
were soon going on apace, and the settlement,
which was to contribute so materially to the
prosperity of the province, was set upon a
satisfactory foundation. But the same favour-
able conditions did not prevail in other
parts of the colony, for both north and south
of the Manawatu there were wars and

* When Npgatiapa received the {15000 as their share of the Rangitikei-
Mavawatu Block purehase money, they agreed to satisfy the Rangitane olaims;
but they did not doso, and £300 of the given to Rangit out of the
renis was to recoup them for what they ought to have received out of the
purchase money.
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rumours of wars with the natives, and towards
the end of 1868 it seemed as if the * holy
calm" which reigned along the river was to
be broken by an invasion of the warriors from
the north, and the fanatics from the south.
The whole community was one day suddenly
thrown into a state of intense excitement by
the cry that the Hau Haus were upon them.
This startling intelligence orignated in the
fact that a foreign pedlar passing along the
beach at Ohau had been attacked so severely
with a tomahawk that his life was despaired
of. The wounded man managed to crawl to
the accommodation house at the mouth of the
Manawatu River, and there his depositions
were taken by Mr Halcombe, but as he was
almost in extremis through fear and pain his
story only served to magnify the crime of an
individual into a signal for attack upon the
whole settlement. As the little township of
Foxton would have had to bear the first
shock of the assanlf, the excitement ran
highest there, and, strange to say, was fired
to even greater intensity by the arrival on the
same day of a heated messenger, who rode in
from the north with the news that Titokowaru
had broken through the defences at Whan-
ganui, and was sweeping down upon the
southern settlements. Within a few hours
afterwards intelligence reached the township
of the horrible massacre perpetrated at
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Poverty Bay by Te Kooti, and to the fevered
minds of the inhabitants it appeared as
though a whole cataclysm of blood had been
let loose, which was certain to culminate in
an irruption of remorseless warriors converg-
ing upon them from three separate points.

When the first shock of the panic had
passed, and presence of mind began to return
to some of the more energetic spirits,
messengers were despatched info the bush to
warn the ontlying settlers of their danger and
bring them into the town. Many of these
lost no time in obeying the summons, but
before doing so they turned their cattle loose ;
some buried their valuables; others hung
their furniture in the trees; but a few stayed
only long enough to lock the door, forgetting
in their flurry to remove the key. The
women and children in the township were
mustered in hot haste and placed for safety in
Liddell’s iron store, which then stood con-
spicuously in the main street. What arms
and ammurition* were available were then
served out to those capable of using them,
and preparations were made for a siege.
Then, when everything was in readiness, it
occurred to some one that galvanised iron
walls "were by no means a safe protection
against leaden bullets—that, in fact, the

+ A further supply of arms and ammuaition was afierwards Leougit from
Whanganui by Major Edwards apd Mr John Kebbell,
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huddling of women and children into sus:h a
place was equivalent to placing them m a
death trap, and the moment the weakness of
the position dawned upon the leaders, the
more warlike policy of building a redoubt was
decided upon.

The site for this fortification was chosen by
Captain Jordan, a gentleman of some military
experience, and the position se}ected was a
ridge of sand overlooking the river and con-
tiguous to the Rev, J. Duncan’s house. On
this hillock an army of willing workers
laboured with spades and shovels diggil}g and
trenching, while others toiled away in the
bush cutting white pine saplings, Wh.lch were
then brought to the scene of operations a.nd
set up as the pallisading of the fort, enclc'osmg
an area of comparatively small dimensions.
This work naturally occupied several days,
during which time the whole attention of .the
settlers had been absorbed in its completion.
In fact, so engrossed had they been, that it
had never occurred to them to enquire as to
the whereabouts of the assailing force; but
when the work was finished and they had
time to look around them, they realised that
the hostile natives had not arrived, nor were
they yet in view. A few days longer, :'md
they began to feel that pethaps the natives
were not coming at all, and in the meantime
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the women and children were not removed to
the redoubt. 'When a week had passed, and
there was still no sign of the enemy, the
opinion began to gain ground that the settlers
had been terrified by a false alarm.*

With the gradual restoration of confidence,
the possibilities of the sitnation became much
clearer to the less-agitated minds, and it was
then seen that had the worst happened, their
fortification would have been of but little
value to them, for the Maoris needed only to
surround it, and wait patiently for thirst to
compel the surrender which their fusillades
might not have induced. Whatever strategical
advantages the position enjoyed, like the great
pa which Titokowaru built and abandoned
at Turangaika, it lacked the essential of a
good water supply, and what was more, there
was no possibility of getting water into it,
except such moisture as might be extracted
from a sand-hill. Fortunately the need to
seek its protection did not occur, and as the
fear of an attack died away, the settlers one
by one began to return to their homes, which
in every instance they found unharmed, and
as they left them.

Up to the time when these pioneers arrived
in the Upper Manawatu, there had of course

* The Rev. Mr, Duntan returged to Foxteon from the Rangithel whils the
work was in progress, and although he assurcd the people that there was no sign
of a rising in the norih they insisied upon Zoing on with the cedoubt,
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been little or no interference with the natural
conditions of the country, and as they first
saw it, it was a truly typical New Z_ealand
district. Between Foxton and what is now
known as Oroua DBridge. the predoml{natlng
feature of the landscape was a succession of
sand-hills, which rose in long undulatl.nﬁ;
ridges, like great billows of the sea. Wit

rude regularity these grass-(:,ovgred. dun;:s
pointed east and west, as indicating the
direction of the winds which formed them.
Here and there over the wide extent !:)f
country which they covered there grew in
great luxuriance the manuka, toe-toe, and
tussock, while between the sandy ridges there
would sometimes nestle acres of_ rich sgll,
or perhaps a swampy marsh fringed w1t§1
green rushes and raupo-—greener by compari-
son with their grey surroundmgs—z}nd filled
with sombre-looking “ Maori heads.” These
swamps were interlaced with narrow necks of
dry land, along which a track had been worn
by the Maoris, which formed the overland

highway to the sea-port.

Immediately to the north of thfa Qroua*
began the tall and stately forest, skirting the
banks of the river to the eastward, and

* ing of the word Qroua is now completely obscure. It doss not
come ir'ﬁtu:tr::a:o];lgeflclnture of Hauw, as that fOﬁlf!lgl‘( only ttave.;}!ed ;1:::; v:la::
coast, but it probably derives its origin in Maaori mytholl‘ogy. . b]:: s was
called by the surveyors of the New Zealand chpany, tht:t ft‘fx;he ot aay
hag never received popular acceptance, and is never heard af jn P
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stretching in dense dark primeval growth away
to the north. This forest was rich in all the
most valuable of our timber trees, for pines,
matais, and totaras reared their lordly heads
in generous plenty amidst the vines and
koromikos which formed an almost impene.-
trable network of underscrub. Only on one
spot did these giants of the bush refuse to
grow, and this was an area of about six
hundred acres called by the natives Papaioea.*
This flat was first known to Europeans about
the year 1846, when it was discovered by Mr.
Charles Hartley, who in one of his trading
pilgrimages came up the river as far as
Hokowhitu, where he heard from the natives
that there was an extensive clearing not far
off.  With the instinct of the explorer, he
pushed his way through the thickly-entangled
fringe of forest until he broke in upon the
wide stretch of open country somewhere near
the site of the present Broad-street Methodist
Church. Here the native who accompanied
him built a Maori oven and cooked some
food, while Mr. Hartley explored the further
distances of his new-found land; and it is g

* The meaning now ascrived to this name by the Rangitane natives is
reministent of the time when they were conquering the couniry. Aceording eo
them papai implies exceedingly good ; oca signifies the beauty which comes upon

bodies of their victims in a pond before placing themn ip the whata, or storehouse,
o make them papar, or tender o the tooth, which operalion had the effect of
lending o hata, or lumincys beauty to the water, and as this was a place where
the dipping of bodies was practiced it became papaioeq.
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singular coincidence that many years after-
wards he purchased the section on which that
meal was eaten, the singularity of the circum-
stance being considerably heightened by the
fact that one day while digging in his garden
he came upon a Maori oven which he believed
to be the very one in which the meal had been
cooked. Mr. Hartley lost no time in reporting
his discovery to the proper officials, but it was
not for many years that any practical use
could be made of it.

So soon as the survey of the Ahuaturanga
Block — in which the Papaioea flat was
situated —was completed, in 1866-67, the
sections were thrown open for selection, and
were sold at the old Land Office, in Sydney
Street, Wellington, the areas of the sections
ranging from three acres up to 150, and in
one instance even up to 334.%

The vpset price placed upon the rural land
was £1 per acre, except for such as lay along
the Rangitikei Road, where {2 per acre was
charged, under a system of deferred payments ;
while for town lots the price varied according
to the situwation.} From the sonthern boun-
dary as far as Te Matai the sections sold very
freely, but further on towards what was then

* Many of these sections were purchased with Vol seript,

+ For all torner sections of £-acve each, on the Square, in Palmsrston, the
upset price was placed at £50 and £52, and others on the Square at {20 and £30.
For d-acre in Majn and Broad streets, the npset price was £10.



PUBLIC SCHOOL, PALMERSTON NORTH, IB877.
This School stood on the site of the Empive Hotel.




COURT HOUSE, PALMERSTON NORTH, 1877.
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called Raukawa, and is now known as Ash-
hurst, the conditions were less enticing, and
consequently settlement showed a decided
tendency to taper off as it approached the
inland districts. Not that in any part it was
numerically much to boast of, as may be
judged from the following list of settlers,*
who comprised the entire white population as
late as 1868 :—
ManawaTu.

D. Rowland, M, Hamilton, R. Reardon, E. Reardon,
M. Cullin, G. Mends, L. G, West, H. West, D. Monrad,
John Muoro, . Sly, P, Stewart, W. Watsen, G. T,

McEwen, D. McEwen, H. McEwen, T. McEwen, A,
McEwen, G, Brenner, ]. Marshall, R. Stanley.

NGAWHAKARAU,
H. Eastman.

- AWAPUNL
P. Marshall,

FiTzHERBERT,

H. Engels, C. Shute, A, Coborough.

Rawcitixer Line.
R. Ross.

Te Matarn
J. T, Dalrymple,
Ravkawa,
G. Richard (senr.), W. Waugh, A, Grammer, W.
Cummings.

But few as these settlers were, their
presence furnished undisputed evidence that
progress was being made, and that the pakeka
was steadily obtaining a footing on what had

* This census was taken by Mr. David McEwen.

S
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hitherto been the land of the Rangitane.
There was absolutely no friction of any kind
with this tribe, who showed themselves most
anxious to loyally abide by their bargain.

Amongst those who had purchased a
home in the Manawatu at the first land
sale was Mr. David McEwen, who had
been a settler at the Hutt and for some
time a member of the Provincial Council.
His section was in the Karere district,
and with characteristic energy he at once
began the subjugation of the wilderness by
felling a small patch of bush, and so making
the first clearing between Oroua and Papaioea.
Soon, however, other settlers followed his
example, and then the need for proper lines
of communication between the various home-
steads became more and more apparent.

But beyond surveying the land and selling
it at a handsome profit, the Provincial
Government were for a time disposed to do
little or nothing. They preferred to leave 1ts
development to private enterprise rather than
make it a matter of public policy, and hence
these early settlers had by no means a rosy
experience until the Foxton line was cut, and
4 road was hewn through the bush as far as
Awahuri.* The formation of these arterial

w  Emmediately after the Rangitiket Line was cut, an enarinous growth of
thistles sprang up in the roadway. The appearance of thistles is by no means
AT UNEOMMOn oeculrence an newly-opened land in Naw Zealand, but In this case
the crop was £0 phienomenal tha
way through it,

t it was with difficulty borsemen could forge their

NP ———
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lines.of road simplified the work of settlement
considerably, as their existence helped to
destroy the isolation which always exposed
the far-away pioneers to the fear, if not the
actual sufferance, of outrages by the natives ;
they also enabled the settlers to carry on,
their primitive occupations in greater comfort.
For a long time these occupations were very
primitive indeed, for the market was limited ;
the opportunities for trading were few, and’
the facilities for getting produce to .and
_from the port were fewer still. Often it was
impossible to get provisions from Foxton, and
they were always liable to damage by the
way; so that the next meal was at times a
very uncertain quantity.

.This latter fact, combined with the general
discomfort of an insufficient larder, determined
Mr. McEwen to be self-reliant at least as far
as breadstuffs were concerned. He there-
upon decided to put some of his land in
wheat, and his labours were blessed with an
excellent crop. But the corn having been
Feaped and stored, there yet remained the
important process of grinding, and, as there
was, of course, no mill in the district, this
involved the additional enterprise of impc;rting
one. Accordingly a levy was made upon the
resources of Wellington, and a steel mill
drwen. by hand power, was purchased and:
by this humble machine the flour for his own
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and the neighbouring families was ground
gntil the larger and more modern mill was
built at Palmerston by Messts. Richter and
Nannestad.

Reference has already been made to the

restricted nature of the people’s employments,
which, apart from the cultivation of their small
plots of land and the rearing of a few cattle,
was practically confined to the sawing and
selling of timber, which grew in luxuriance
on every hand. This latter became a matter
not only of profit but of necessity, for the
clearing of the land involved the sacrifice of
the bush, and the first settler who began its
preparation for market in a systematic way
was Mr. David Watson, who held a section
of several hundred acres at Longburn,* and
whose house was the earliest there built.
His method, however, was the old-fashioned
pit-sawing, which was both slow and laborious,
and it was left to Mr. Peter Manson to employ
the steam mill, which he introduced in 1871,
somewhere near the spot where now stands
the railway engine cheds, and which he
worked for many years fo the mutunal
advantage of himself and the district.

One of the chief obstacles to the develop-
ment of the timber industry in its earliest
stages was the absence of adequate carriage

15 name from a particularly lang

*  This place is gupposed to have derived |
g cleared.

burn which took place theté whep the bysh was bein
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for the ﬁnis_hed product. After the problem of
roads. had in 2 measure been solved, there still
remained the fact that there were I;O drays or
waggons, and on soft muddy tracks, freel
besprmkle.d with stumps, sledges were’ out ojg
!:he question. The story of the first dra
introduced into the Manawatu should therey
fore prove interesting. The settler who wa;
not cosmopolitan enough to turn his hand to
any emplt?yment that might come in his wa
was not likely to succeed in holding his owny
and as Mr. McEwen was made of the ri hE
stuff to be a success, he had taken a contrict
to I?ox some drains for Mr. Kebbell on
section a few miles lower down the riveI:d
Together with his sons he procesded to
Terraf:e End* to cut the totara boards, for at
that time the whole of the Terrace Ezld flat
was covered by this valuable timber. So
soon as the requisite quantity was read;v the
sawyers were then face to face with’ the
question of haulage. In their dilemma a
happ.yr thought struck the elder pioneer. One
o.f his neighbours, Mr. Sly, had son;e co
siderate friends in England who had sent hilrlr;
out a pair of wheels but no cart, and it
occurred to Mr. McEwen that if he l:’)orrowed
these wheels on condition that he built a bod
for them, the bargain would be a fair one ang
would supply the wants of both parties.’ He

¥ This timber was qut on the site of the Princess Hotel
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accordingly submitted the proposal to Mr.
Sly, who readily consented, and so the timber
was carted on this half English, half Colonial
dray, which thus became the first vehicle in
the Upper Manawatu—surely 2 modest fore-
runnet of the motor cars and traction trains of

to-day.

1t was not, however, only the absence of
drays, but the impassable state of the few
roads which made vehicular traffic unpopular,
if not impossible, and, therefore, in 1870, the
settlers conceived the idea of snagging the
river as far as Ngawhakarau, so as to enable
steamers of at least forty tons to trade to the
Half Crown,* and thus obviate the peril of
body and soul which the dangers and profanity
of the journey to Foxton involved. Trom the
« Half Crown” it was proposed to lay a light
tramway as far as the contemplated township
of Palmerston, at Papaioea, and a letter
embodying these proposals was despatched to
Mr. Halcombe, the Provincial Secretary, who
displayed sufficient interest in the scheme to
brave the inconvenience of a personal visit to
the district and learn what he could ofits merits
onthe spot. He also brought with him Mr. .

* The precise osigin of this term, which is now applied to 2 bend in the road
near the Oroua Bridge, is imvolved in some doubt, many people helieving that it
js siply a short and easy way of pronouncing the rative name Ngawhakaran,
just as ** Jackeyown® has been substilted foc Tiekitahuna. I am, however,
informed on very good authority, that it arose when the voad was being

made, from the fact thata black caok, wha ran a sori of eating house for the men
employed on the worl, charged baila-croxn for every meal,—Autbor.
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T. Stewart, the District Surveyor, and a gentle-
man named Chew, who was then a sawmiller
at Porirua, and who was supposed to have
some knowledge of trams and their con-
struction. Mr. Chew was quite satisfied as
to the practicability of the scheme, and
suggested a simple form of construction which
could have been carried out at a very moderate
cost ; but moderate as the estimate was—and
it did not exceed {1ooco—the Secretary was
compelled to admit that it was far beyond the
resources of the Treasury,* and he could only
give the settlers what vague comfort there was
in the assurance that he would “ keep it
steadily in view.”

In course of time, however, things financial
began to grow more prosperous, and in the
following year it was rumoured in Wellington
that the Government intended to give effect to
Mr. Halcombe's recommendations, and build
the Foxton tram. This intelligence immedi-
ately brought 2 number of new settlers to the
district, amongst them being Mr. G. M.
Snelson and Mr. James Linton, The former
arrived in the month of December, 1870, and
practically laid the foundation of Palmerston,
by building the first storet on the western

+ As an evidence of the shertness of the Provingial funds at this peried, it
may be stated that the men whe were engaged on the formation of the roads were
compelled to accept land In payment of their wages.

{ This structure was coversd with corrugated iron, and it stood on the
section now occupied by Msssrs O'Conaor and Tydeman, end G. H. Scott, The
materials of which it was built were afterwards employed in the construction of
the fivst Royal Hotel.
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side of what is now the Square. Mr. Linton,
who arrived a few weeks after Mr. Snelson,
settled at Terrace End, and signalised his
arrival by building the first dwelling-house in
the town. He and his wife had ridden from
the Wairarapa, the former carrying a few
necessaries, and the latter their only child,
their constant companions by the way being
described in the characteristic language of
Mr. Linton as “mud and misery.”’* The
enterprise of Messrs. Snelson and Linton was
soon emulated by Messrs. Benjamin Manson
and Peter Stewart, who opened a butcher’s
shop, built of scrub, near the present railway
station, and from this time forward the settle-
ment on old Papaioea began fo put on a
town-like appearance.

As has already been stated, there was never
any friction with the natives in the Manawatu,
but other parts of the colony were still being
kept in a state of ferment and fever, and
consequently it was deemed prudent to make
it obligatory upon all males over eighteen
years of age to serve in the militia; and in
18691 this body was called out. Mr. John
Kebbell was the captain of the corps, and Mr.
Dalrymple its lieutenant, but in a district

* The firgt white woman to reside in Palmersion was Mrs. Cole, wile of the
tandlord of the Palmerston Hotel, Mrs. Lintor was (he sscond, and her efdest
davghter was the first white child. 'When Mrs. Snelson arrived she landed froma
Maori canos at Hokowhitu, the journey up the civer baving oceupied three days.

t+ In the seme year Lady Bowsn's Light Horse was raised, First officers:
Captain, Albert Hicholson; Lieutenant, E. Beetbam ; Coroer, William Evans.
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where everything was peaceful, this com-
pulsory service was looked upon as a hardship,
if not an injustice, for no one could see any
point in turning out to drill when there were
neither rifles to carry, nor an enemy to fight.
Consequently, there was a good deal of
grumbling, and ultimately the matter was
placed before Mr. McEwen, who acted as a
kind of * Father in Israel ” to all and sundry,
and he on looking into the question found
that, while the militia were expected to do so
much drill in the course of the year, the
volunteers were not, and so he suggested the
formation of a volunteer corps, which would
give immunity from service to all who joined.
The idea was readily taken up by a few, but
there were not sufficient to entitle the company
to a captain, and therefore beyond electing
Mr. McEwen their lieutenant nothing was
done. But by-and-bye the military ardour of
some of the younger spirits prompted them to
approach their officer with a suggestion that
perhaps he might persnade the Government
to serve out rifles to them, when the old
gentleman metaphorically jumped down their
throats by exclaiming in the accents of
Caledonia, stern and wild: ¢ Hoots, awa
wi ye, man. Did I no mak volunteers o' ye 't
stop ye dragging guns aboot? Awa wi ye!
Awa wi yel!” After that, there was no
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mention of the weapons for which there
appeared so little need.

Although the Manawatu was still practically
in the wilderness, the settlers managed to
maintain some degree of communication with
Wellington by means of a voluntary mail
service which connected with the “ Royal
Mail” at Foxton, For a long time this
Royal Mail was a very unpretentious affair,
and was inaugurated by Major Kemp*, who,
as a boy, carried letters between Welling-
ton and Whanganui at a time when such a
feat could only be accomplished at the
greatest risk to his life. In this service he
was succeeded, in 1844, by Mr Thomas Scott,
who week in and week out walked along the
beach road from Whanganui to Wellington,
Except for the small “hookers” trading to
Wellington this was the only postal service
which the settlers in the Lower Manawatn
had enjoyed for years, and when the upper
districts had been settled the pioneers there
used it as freely as circumstances permitted.
Each family took it in turns to carry the
weekly bundle of letters down to the port, and
bring back the budget brought by the walking
postman, or some recently-arrived schooner.t

* On one oceasion when Major Ketmp was being examined befors 2 Reval
Commission, he was twitted by ene of the opposing lawyers with having been a
post bay ; wh pon the chief retaliated by saying ihat he had earried the wnails
ata time when the lawyer, and the likes ef him, would have been afraid to do so-

1 Asillustrating the paucity of settlers at this time Mr L. G, West relates
that ibe first day be carried the mail there wers only thirteen settlers living in
the vicinity of Palmerston North,
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This arrangement was continued until the
settlement had grown to such proportions
that its inhabitants felt they deserved some
consideration at the hands of the postal
authorities, A meeting was accordingly held
at which Mr. McEwen was deputed to go to
Wellington and interview Mr, Fox, who was
then Postmaster-General, That gentleman
Was away from the seat of Government when
the ambassador from Karere arrived, but he
saw the next best man, Dr. Featherston, who
promised that he would place the matter
before _Mr. Fox immediately upon his return,
@ promise which he faithfully kept; for shortly
afterwards tenders were called for carrying
the mails to and from Foxton, and Mr. Harry
McEwen, being the successfal tenderer, he
became the first mailman for the Upper
Manawatu.* This system of mail conveyance
did duty until the military road was com-
pleted between Wellington and Hawke’s Bay
in 1869-70, a work which revolutionised
the whole question of infand traffic. Then
“Cobb and Co.” made their advent upon

the scene, and the era of the coaches
began.

The journey from Wellington to Foxton

* Under the arrangement enterad inio with Mr, Fo:
» Fox, Mr. McEwen, )
l:tec?lne Postiuaster at Karere, and Mr, G. M. Bnelsan suhseqnen‘:;;n hsel;:;r;






