CHAPTER 1V.

RANGITIKEI-MANAWATU,

Solatit be. In God's own might

‘We gird us for the coming fight, X

And, streng in Him whose cause is onrs,

[n conflict with unholy powers, .

We prasp the weapons e has given—

The Light, and Truth, and Love of Heaven.

The settlement of native land dispute§ l.aas
never been at any time a matter of simplicity,
and either from the practice of regard_ing
Maori land from the European standpoint,
or from a desire on the part of some un-
scrupulous schemers to “grab™ more than
they were entitled to, there has been no
branch of New Zealand’s judicature which
has been so prolific of strife, delay, and
heart-burning as the Native Land Couyts.
Of this probably no instance was more typical
than the dispute which arose out of the pur-
chase by the Provincial Govern_ment of the
land in the upper part of this distrlqt, for there
raged for years a storm of litigation around

RANGITIKEI-MANAWATU 165

the Rangitikei-Manawatn Block which not
only strained the relations between European
settlers, but at one time threatened to break
out in inter-tribal war, So important an
episode in the life of the district cannot, of
course, be ignored in any work presuming to
set forth its historical outline, and therefore it
is the author's duty to state with all im-
partiality such of the ascertained facts in
connection with it as are at his disposal. At
this distance of time, however, when almost
all who were engaged in making or unravel-
ling the complications of the case are gone, and
when the memories of those participants who
are still alive have grown seer and yellow in the
autumn of life, the historian must rely mainly
upon documents still extant, and for his inter-
pretation of those documents he must depend
upon his own judgment. If that judgment
should lead to conclusions opposed to those of
the Native Land Court Judges, he will not be
SO presumptuous as to say ‘““so much the
worse for the Judges,” but will rest content
with the reflection that amidst such a
conflict of truth and falsehood no one could
well be blamed for going astray.

As will be seen by the foregoing sketch,
the approximate division of the tribal lands
prior to Te Rauparaha’s invasion was that the
Rangitane and Ngatiapa jointly occupied the
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country between the Rangitikei and Mana-
watu Rivers, the Muaupoko dwelt in the
vicinity of the Horowhenna Lake, and
southwards of them, towards Otaki and
‘Waikanae, the land was occupied by varions
minor branches of the race. Their inter-
tribal wars had not been of such magnitade
as to cause vast and sweeping changes, for
in none of these tribes did the war spirit
ron sufficiently high to make conquerors of
them. By persistent pressure and the fusion
of mutual friendship, the Ngatiapa had
gradually encroached upon the land of the
Rangitane, and obtained a footing on the
south side of the Rangitikei River. For
exactly how long they had enjoyed this
lordship over the land is not known, but
they were undoubtedly there when Te Rau-
paraha first marched through the country,
and to this, and to the fact that Te Rangi-
haeata took one of their women to be his
wife, was due the Ngatiapa claim to a share
in the proceeds of the sale which gave rise to
the dispute, and the perpetration of an act
which many people believe to have been a

grave miscarriage of justice.

In considering a question of this kind, it
is of vital importance that the influence of
conquest should be borne in mind, for under
the Maori code the tribe which proved itself

. -
L S,
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victorious in the field sealed with the biood of
its dead their right to the soil. This ancient
custom is so well established as scarcely to
require confirmation here; but in order that
nothing may be stated that cannot be sus-
tained, the following references to two well
known authorities may help to make good the
position. In a despatch to the Duke of
Newcastle, dated from Government House,
17th December, 1863, Sir George Grey, then
Governor of the colony, says ; —

I ought to mention to Your Grace that I believe [
was the first to recommend the forfeiture of lands by
those natives who took up arms against us, and ! did so
because such a proceeding is in conformity with their
own custom.

Two years later Mr. Fox,* in reply to a
protest lodged by the Aborigines’ Protection
Society against the confiscation of Maori
lands, justified the policy of the Government
in the following lucid paragraph :—

In the first place it is the custom which has always
been recognised by the Maoris themselves. In their
wars a conquered tribe not only forfeited its lands, but
the vanquished survivors were reduced to a tributary
position, and large numbers to personal slavery. The
Government of New Zealand has always recognised
such a title as valid, and a very large proportion, if not
an absolute majority, of the purchases of land from the
Maoris have been made on the basis of a recognition of
this right of conguest.

+  Aflierwards Sir William Fox.
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If it were necessary to pursue the matter
further, instances might be enumerated in
which the conquerors actually received the
payment for the purchased districts,* but
beyond pointing out that the Treaty of
Waitangi recognised as a broad principle the
title by conguest, and ratified all such trans-
actions prior to 1840, it is scarcely needful to
further elaborate a position which cannot be
assailed. The whole merits of the dispute
which took place between the Ngatiapa and
Ngatiraukawa tribes in reference to the sale
of the Manawatu - Rangitikei Block thus
centres on the question of conquest, for the
only real issue which the Court had to decide
in 1869 was whether the original owners had
been subdued by the Ngatitoa, and the
conquered country handed over by them to
their allies, the Ngatiraukawa.

In a previous chapter the circumstances
under which these strangers became masters
of the Manawatu have been sufficiently de-
tailed. It may be charged against the
completeness of the conquest, that no specific
battles were fought in this district, but that
was not the fault of the Ngatitoa or Ngati-
rankawa, but of the Ngatiapa, who invariably
fled to the mountains so soon as it was known

* This was the case in the Middle Island, wheie 8.000,000 acres were

porchased from the Mgatitoa and Mgatiawa tribes in 1856, by bir. Donald
McLean,
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that a war party was in the vicinity. At
least ample opportunity was offered to them
to contest the Ngatiraukawa right to posses-
sion when the latter settled on the land,
for their first act of sovereignty was to allocate
to each of the leading chiefs some minor
district which was to be his and his people’s
to deal with as they pleased. * Qur lands
have been marked off for this man and for
that man, for this section and for that
section,” is a native’s description of the sub-
division by the conquerors, under which Te
Whatanui became chief at Horowhenua,
Thakara Tukumaru chief of the Lower
Manawatu, and Nepia Taratoa chief of the
Upper district as far as the Wangaehu River.

When once they had made a certainty of
their conquest, the Ngatiraukawa appear to
have been remarkably generous and humane
in their treatment of the conquered tribes, a
leniency for which they received no thanks
here, whatever their reward may be hereafter.
Thus matters seemed to proceed with com-
parative smoothness until the arrival of some
of the European settlers in the Rangitikei
district.

These people, desiring to get a title to the
land, and not recognising the difference
between the conquering and conquered chiefs,
began to traffic with the Ngatiapa, who were
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shrewd enough to see the possibilities of
making a revenue out of the territory, and
who then conceived the idea of selling the
land to the Government. This immediately
led to angry disputes with the Ngatiraukawa,
whose opposition to the sale presented an
insuperable barrier to the negotiations which
Mr. McLean had commenced for the pur-
chase of the Rangitikei block. Te Rauparaha
and Te Rangihaeata were simply furious at
the snggestion that the Ngatiapa, whom they
described as ‘“the remnant of their meal,”
should have a voice in the sale at all, and they
londly upbraided the Ngatirankawa chiefs for
having interposed to prevent the completion of
their work of extermination, which wounld
have set at rest for ever all such spurious
claims.

Finally, after much careful negotiation, and
the expenditure of much bitterness on both
sides, the matter was compromised by the
Ngatiraukawa agreeing to hand back the
whole of the country between the Wangaehu
and Rangitikei Rivers, thus giving the
Ngatiapa the sole right to deal with it,
conditionally upon their undertaking never
to question the Ngatiraukawa title to the
district south of the Rangitikei River. Mr.
Buller,* who conducted the principal part

* Now Sir Walter Buoller.
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of the negotiations for the purchase of the
Rangitikei-Manawatu Block, says on this
phase of the question :—

It appears that when the Ngatiapa, in 1849, surren-
dered to the Crown the land lying between the
Whanganui and Rangitikei Rivers, they compromised
the conflicting Ngatiraukawa claims of conguest by
conceding to the latter the right of disposal over the
territory to the south of the Rangitikei, with the mutual
understanding that as the Ngatiraukawa had received
a share of the payments,™ the Ngatiapa should in like
manner participate in the purchase money of this block
whenever the Ngatiraukawa should sell. With the
lapse of years the Ngatiapa have come to regard their
claim as one of absolute right, in every respect equal to
that of the present hoiders, while the latter always
regarding the claim as one of sufferance, are now
disposed to ignore it altogether.

Matene te Whiwhi, a well-known chief of
the west, thus states the relative positions
of the tribes, and the handing over of the land
by the Ngatiraukawa :—

The Ngatiapa and Rangitane had lost all authority
over these lands as far as Wairarapa long before the
Treaty of Waitangi came in 184c. At the time the
treaty was signed they bad no authority over the land.
The Ngatiraukawa quietly handed over the other side of
Rangitikei to Ngatiapa for them to sell to Mr. McLean,
which made that sale complete.

Again Rawari te Whanui, a deacon of the
Church of England, says :— .

When Ngatiraukawa heard that Rangitikel was

# Either Mr. Builer wes misled In his original information, or the oziginal
agreement waa not carried out, for the Ngatirzultawa tribe received no part of
the L1500 paid for the Rangitikei Dlock in 149,
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le of this side,
i I1d they assembled to stop th:a- sa

I'}eﬁz;‘ S:gre.ed };o allow the other md?j to t;le ?01;11 21:

iti i bandon all clai
dition that Ngatiapa should _

fl?s lside, to which Ngatiapa agreed. Ngatnlrlaullcav;a
did not receive any of the money payment for't e lan E
though it was through them having given their consen
that the land was sold and Ngatiapa got the money.

The privilege thus conferred on Ngatiapa
of selling the most northern block was ex-
ercised to the full without let or hmdra.nc? ;:lm
the part of the Ngatiraukawa, who falthp y
discharged their part of the u.n-derstandmg.
The sale took place in the military parade
ground at Whanganui on the 15th of May, 1849,
and was attended by the officers of the 65th
Regiment as well as several other gentlemel}
prominently connected with the settlement o
the colony. When the whole of the natw;&;
had congregated in the square, Mr..Dpna
McLean, the Land Purchase_Comrm.ssxonex;i
addressed them upon the subject which ha
brought them together, and reqjlested them
to make any statement they wished be_fo}rle
signing the deed of sale, so that all might
know the favourable dispos:tno}l or therW}se
by which they were influenced in parting with
their land to the Government.

‘The principal chiefs then rose one by one
and declared in most empl}atlc terms their
fixed and mature determination to dispose of

- their lands to the Queen, and as earnestly
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expressed their desire to participate in the
advantages which would follow from the
residence of a large European population in
their immediate vicinity. The deed of sale
was then read over, the natives by nods and
exclamations fuily assenting to the boun-
daries and other conditions named therein,
There were, however, two dissentients,
Reihana and Ngawaka demanded that larger
reserves should be set aside than had already
been provided for, but this artful pair were at
once silenced by the rebukes of George King,
the chief of Putikimaranui, who remonstrated
against such untimely requests when it was
well known to all the tribe that the whole
block had heen offered to the Government,
With their opposition thus smartly squelched,
Reihana and Ngawaka were amongst the
first to come forward to sign the deed, naively
remarking as they did so that they had only
endeavoured to extort as much land as
possible “ before holding the pen.”

On the following morning the whole of the
natives were astir at an early hour, and the
parade gronnd was soon alive with the bustle
and excitement inseparable from =a great
event in Maori life. On this day the pur-
chase money was to be paid over, and for the
purposes of the ceremony a tent had been
erected in the centre of the enclosure, In
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front of this temporary structure th.e trl}l:es
were marshalled in the order in wh1c1; t e;;.
were to be paid. Again the deed of sale was
read over to them, and again the cgnsegt wa
unanimous, those who could not sign having
their names written in for them.

atiapa were then addressed by

A;?:halfni Tigae, whg rt?mim:eﬁ ;her::f ott' 1::25

i step they ha just taken,
;Zﬁi‘éin dgty to loyally ‘abide by it, and o:
the necessity of their lookmg. to the Gov;:rnoirn
of the Colony as their guardians. He then o
turn addressed the Wapgaehu, Turalunﬁ, &1; !
Rangitikel hapus, enquiring of eachh w eree‘
they fully realised the nature of the }ilgther
ment they had entered into, .and whe her
they were as fully decided to abide l‘)y 1t{.:‘ o
these enquiries there came a running lrf:i d
“ a¢" down the lines, and Abraham.conc ude
his homily by warning all that if aélyc;ﬁz
departed from that promise he.would e
first to bring the offender to justice.

urangapito, the princi.pal chiet: at
TuPr:l(:irr?a,’I';.nd tgepforemost Ngatiapa \}:rarrlo.l;;
next spoke to the people,' assuring t erln :1 '
laboured tones that the alienation of the .a(r;d s
of their forefathers was an important eIt);ff fe
in which he was proud to take a part t; ¢
he died—an event which did not appear an
off, as the hand of death was already upo
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him.  The old chief then set up a lament for
the land which he could no longer call his

own, and in the refrain the people joined most
heartily.

But their fangi soon terminated when the
bags of bank notes were produced, and the
first instalment of £1000 was placed upon the
table. Each of the eighty-six Aapus received
a bag containing £10, the remaining fourteen
bags being distributed between the following
chiefs :—Kingi Hori and Hunja of Rangitikei,
£60; Paora Turangapita, of Turakina, £40;
Aparahama Tipae, of Wangaehn, £40;
making in all one hundred bags of £10 each.

According to Mr. McLean the Ngatiapa
were at this time still ¢ 3 rude and uncultivated
race,* whose improvement as 2 tribe has
hitherto been much neglected.” He there-
fore anticipated that breaches of faith on
their part might at any time he expected
towards the settlers who were to take up the
recently-purchased lands, but he concludes
his report with a tribute to the integrity of
the Ngatiraukawa, who having waived their
claim to the block, neither repented of their
generosity or equivocated as to the terms

* In areport o the Government, dated Marcl ioth, 1850, Mr Tacy Kemp,
Warive Becretary, says: " The Ngatiapa are a Temnant of the origing) people,
and have held but fite j se with Europ - They are sli cude ang
uncivilised, and look wi j i

kawa, by whom thsy were recently peauitted to sell jand on the mor
the viver. The whole of
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upon which they had allowed the Ngatiapa
to sell the land as their own.

Ten years later a similarly generous atl:t
was performed towards the Rangitane peop 3
by the Ngatirankawa, when they concede
to them what is known as the Ahuaturanga
Block in the Upper Manawatu. A.n attempt
had previously been made by Te Hirawanu, a
chief of the Rangitane, to sell this b.lock to
Governor Browne, but his efforts in this
direction were frustrated by Fhe Ngatirau-
kawa, whose claims to o?vnershlp were shownf
to be superior. But in the language o
Rawari te Whanui, ‘ Afterwards Ngatirau-
kawa, out of love for .Hirawanu, returned the
land formerly his to him.” The story.of. that
concession is thus told by Commissioner
Searancke in his official report dated at
Manawatu River, 27th September, 1858 f———

h ultimo I arrived here, and after a few
days’oéfal?ye, ;g:)ceeded in company with Nepia "]Z‘ara.tm:,i
Ihakara, and about forty others of . the chiefs an
principal men of the Ngatira:ukawa tribe up the ?an;-
watu River to Raukawsa,® t}xe settlement. o he:-
Hirawanu, the chief of the Rangitane and. Ngahmotuah1
tribes, A numerous meeting o.f natives fromUt e
Ngatiraukawa, Ngatiteh.ihi, Ngatlmakatfzre, Tﬁ' pc;;
koiri,t Ngatiapa, Rangitane, and Ngatimotual IM too
place, when the whole of the upper part of the anlz:-
watu' was formally returned to Te Hua.wat{u by ; i
three first-named tribes, they fully consenting to his

* Near Asbhurst.
t These were alt Aapws of the Ngatiraukawa tribe.
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selling the whole of it to the Government, Nepia
Taratoa more particularly wishing him to complete the
sale of the land at once,*

When we bear in mind that conquest had
given the Ngatirankawa a title to the country
which no Maori wonld qQuestion except by
conquest, and no European could challenge
without flying in the face of the Treaty of
Waitangi, it would have been thonght that
these large concessions made to the original
owners would in equity have secured to the
givers an undisputed claim to that portion
which they wished to retain as thejr own for
ever; but the Ngatiapa ideas of equity were
laid on no'such broad lines, for, having sold
the land given back to them, they quictly lay
in wait for a further opportunity of beating by

‘“slimness” the people who had vanguished
them on the field,

This opportunity came about 1862, when
additional settlers, attracted by the rich
grazing qualities of the Manawatu and Rangi-
tikei districts, began to cluster about the open
Places, seeking the right to graze their sheep
and cattle, for which they entered into leases
with Nepia Taratoa. The official testimony
on this point is found in a memorandum by

* The money for this blogk was paid over at Rankawa by Dr. Featherston
aod Mr. Buller.

t Theic ficat act of aggression was to build a kut on tie south side of the
Rangitikei River, which was immediately pulled down by Te Ran;ihaeala.

L
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Mr Fox, dated at Rangitikei on the 19th
August, 1863, in which he says :—

It is believed that most if not all these leases were
made with Nepia Taratoa, though members of other
tribes are also parties to them, or at least some of them.

How these ‘members of other tribes"
came to participate in the leases is thus told
by Bishop Hadfield, whose knowledge of
native history on this coast is not surpassed
by that of any other European :—

When Ngatiraukawa accepted the Christian re-
ligion, they, unlike the American stave-holders ?f the
Southern States, deemed it inconsistent with their pro-
fession of religion to retain their fellow-men in slavery.
They let their slaves go free. Several of these men
continued to reside amongst their former masters. There
were some intermarriages ; they were thenceforth treate.:d
as equals, but without any thought of their being again
reinstated in their former possessions. There were one
or two attempts made about the year 1855 to regain a
footing, but these were instantly stopped. Sul.asequently
it was agreed to erect a mill at Makohal,' on the
Rangitikei River, for the joint use of Ngatiapa and
Ngatiraukawa. * In consequence of this there was a
combined effort to raise funds for the purpose agreed
upon. This gave rise to the first leases to the squatters
in which both parties joined, but this was fmly a tem-
porary arrangement, agreed upon for a speaﬁ? purpose,
with the view of arriving at an object concerning which
there was no difference of opinion. Some time after-
wards, during the Taranaki war, when the whole of the
tribes along this coast had their attention more or less
pre-occupied with matters of general interest, Nepia
Taratoa, being alarmed, wished to have his old slaves
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again around him, they being for the most part Kingites.
He invited some of them to come to his neighbonrhood.
In order to secure their services he offered to let some
of his lands, and pay them with the money derived from
the rents; what was done was to promise them some
temporary participation in the rents from the leased
lands. This act of his, whick was done without the
sanction of the tribe, could not possibly be construed
into a formal transfer of the land.

Further testimony as to the relative
positions of the two tribes regarding the
actual ownership of the land is given by
Nepia Taratoa’s son, who has left his views
on record in the following statement :—

When Ahuaturanga was sold my father and his
people fixed ihe boundaries of the land-~the Upper
Manawatu on to Ahuvaturanga, for Rangitane; that
down towards the mouth of the River Manawatu on to
Rangitikei to remain for Ngatiraukawa. Some years
afterwards my father and his people granted some iilegal
and irregular leases over this country; the first year my
father and his people took all the money; the third year
my father gave some money to Ngatiapa; the fourth
year Ngatiapa and Rangitane asked my father and
Ngatikauwhata to allow them to join in these leases.
My father gave his consent and they joined, My father
intended that they should have a portion of the money
alone, not of the land. The land was to be for my
father and his tribe alone. My father was simply
treating, as he always had treated, with kindness these
people, Ngatiapa, and their friends.

According to Atareta, Nepia's daughter,
the mana over the land was with her father,
but with respect to the leases she says:—
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The Ngatiapa and Rangitane had been allowed to
join in them, but in the money alone, not in the land.
I am fully aware and am quite positive that it was my
father's fixed determination that the land should be
retained for his people alone, for the Ngatiraukawa.

If so explicit a statement from so excellent
an authority as Bishop Hadfield is to
receive the credence which it surely deserves,
we are here confronted with an act of
Christian grace on the part of an untutored
savage which not even men who were born
and bred in a Bible land were able to emulate,
until they had waded to emancipation through
the nation’s blood. But Nepia's charity and
goodness of heart were not exhausted hy
this act of clemency towards his former
slaves, for when in 1863 old age had crept
upon him, and the death sweat lay heavy on
his brow, he summoned Ngatiapa to his bed
side, and presenting them with his own share
of the rents, earnestly counselled them to
live in friendship with his people, who in years
gone by had protected them from the anger
of Te Rauparaha.

The avaricious manner in which the Nga-
tiapa snapped at this last gift of the dying
chief hoded badly for their observance of his
dying wish, and it was not long before they
gave evidence of that want of faith of which
Mr. McLean had suspected them. So long
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as Nepia Taratoa* lived they received his
benevolence with all humanity and meekness,
but scarcely had his spirit passed away when
‘“they became covetous and wanted all ‘the
rents to themselves.,” As time went on, they
grew bolder, and presently became openly
contentions for the ownership of the land
itself, donbtless feeling that Taratoa's gene-
rosity had given them the semblance of a
legal claim.

But this was not the whole secret of their
arrogance, for they further felt that they had
sufficiently regained their tribal power to
assert upon the field of battle their right to
the home of their fathers. The manner in
which they had renewed their strength and
confidence was decidedly characteristic of the
Maori, and shows how tenaciously they clung
to their love of revenge, and how keenly they
sought their opportunity to obtainit. Many of
the friendly Ngatiapa had been engaged by

* In the carly stages of the dispute the services of Me. Buller appear to have
been sought as a madiator, and in his book of New Zealand Birds, Vol. I., he
relates an amusing exporience which befel him during the course of his
negotiations. in describing the mocking powers of the Tui he mentions that the
Maoris thought highly of them, and aften deveted great pains ta their cultfvation,
with the result that great proficiency was i ined. In proof of this
he tells how, when addressing the natives of a #a on the Lower Rangitikei, he
had utged his views with all the earnesiness the sobject demanded, and at the
contlugion of his speech, and before the old chief to whom his ATQUIRERLS were
addressed had time to seply, a Tui, whose netted tage hung ioa raftet ovarhead,
tesponded in a clear emphatic way, * Tito" (false).

The eireumstance naturally caused much mersiment amongst the audience,
and quite upset the gravity of the venerable old chief Mepia Taratca. * Friend,”

said he, laughing, **your arg arz very good, but my Mokai is 2 very wise
bird, and he is not yet eonvineed.”







