
CHAPTER II.

THE SECOND CONQUEST.

With fire and sword the country round,
Was wasted far and wide,

And many a childing mother then.
And new-born infant died.

But things like that, you know, must be,
At every famous victory.

With the conquest of the Manawatu, the
Rangitane people began to extend their
dominions both to the northward and east-
ward, and for this purpose war parties were
frequently crossing the Tararua Ranges to
attack the tribes whose homes were in the
Forty Mile Bush ; or these tauas would travel
through the Gorge and resume their conflicts
with the natives of Hawke's Bay. Thus in
time their tribal lands stretched from the
mouth of the Manawatu River to its source,
and included what are now known as the
Pahiatua and Dannevirke districts. As a
result of that restless and migratory spirit
which was responsible for spreading the Maori
over the whole of the North Island, the
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Rangitane were not long in undisputed
possession of the Manawatu before they were
flanked on either hand by a set of new neigh-
bours. Both the Ngatiapa and Muaupoko
people, who had sailed with Turi in the Aotea
canoe, hearing of the Rangitane success, came
and settled near them, the former occupying the
country drained by the Rangitikei River,
while the Muaupoko wedged themselves in
further south, and built their pas around the
beautiful Horowhenua Lake.

The Rangitane people at this time were
fairly numerous, and so far as the traditions
still retained by them enlighten us, they
appeared to live on friendly terms with these
contiguous natives, to whom they were more
or less related. Their principal settlements
within the confines of the Manawatu were at
Hotuiti, between Shannon and Foxton, where
there is a small lake, upon the shores of
which their pas were built. There were also
large settlements at Tokomaru and Te
Paparema hard by, while near Oroua
Bridge there were two others amongst the
sand hills called Raewera and Puke-totara.
On the banks of the Manawatu there was
a pa at Tiakitahuna,* and another called Te
Kuri-paka, which stood on the Fitzherbert
hills directly opposite Awapuni. To the

* Anglicised into the not very euphemistic name of Jackeytown.
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northward there was a pa called Te Motu-a-
Potoa, erected upon the crest of the hill over
which the Cliff Road now passes, and yet
another at Te Wi, while out upon the plain
there was a settlement at Te Awahuri, where
the Ngati-tumotari hapu of the Ngatiapa tribe
lived.

These were all strongly fortified pas, and
were the permanent residences of the people
and places cf refuge whither the tribesmen
flew in time of trouble. Other smaller and
less secure settlements were, however, scat-
tered over the plain, to which it was the
custom of a section of the tribe to go at the
various seasons to collect food for immediate
consumption, as well as that portion which
a provident spirit tempted them to store for
future use. Thus the little Raukawa pa, near
Ashhurst, was the favourite resort when
the hinau berries were to be gathered,
Taonui was the objective of the eeling ex-
peditions, and Kairanga the happy hunting
ground of those who went in search of rats
and birds.*

These various pas were of course ruled by
their respective chiefs, and at the date of
the second conquest of the Manawatu, the

* The native rat was an important item in the commissariat of the ancient
Maori, and the tribe that had a flourishing rat farm upon its lands was con-
sidered extremely fortunate. These rats have, however been quite driven out
by the more recently imported rodent from Norway. The birds which were
caught chiefly in the Kairanga, were the haha and hahapo.
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dominant men amongst the Rangitane people
were Toki-poto, whose centre of juris-
diction was at Hotuiti, near Foxton; Te
Hiaro, who was lord at Tokomaru, and at
Te Paparewa; Te Awe Awe, and Tamata
te Panau, who were of equal rank at Raewera
and Puke-totara pas, while at Te Kuri-paka,
A-o-Kautire was the recognised chief, and he
also exercised some authority at the pa
above the Cliff Road, The pa occupied by
Ngati-tumotari hapu at Te Awahuri seems
to have been a somewhat isolated settlement,
and quite out of touch with the chain of river
forts, but it was established because a peculiar
bend in the Oroua River made the spot a
favourite eeling ground, and in its civil
and military affairs it acknowledged the
chieftainship of a Ngatiapa warrior named
N garangi- Katuha.

These were the men who had to stand at
the head of the tribe during the dark days
which followed the year 1822, when the foot
of the invader was upon the land, for it was
then that Te Rauparaha, the famous Ngatitoa
chief, came out of the north, leading his
people from Kawhia, as Moses led the
children of Israel away from the toils of
Pharaoh. To these northern warriors, who
were being forced from their ancestral homes,
the coast-line from Whanganui to Kapiti was
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a veritable Land of Promise, and they were
observant enough to see that it required only
a brave heart and a quick hand to make it
their own. Next to the coming of the
Rangitane people, no event in Maori
history has been fraught with such epoch-
making issues to this coast as the invasion by
the Ngatitoa, and as it is from this period that
we begin to get the authentic historical data
of the district, it will be necessary to give the
reader an intelligent conception of the causes
which led up to the great march of Te
Rauparaha. To this end, the limits of the
Manawatu must for the moment be forsaken,
and our attention transported to the country
around the harbour of Kawhia, where the
Ngatitoa people had dwelt since Hoturoa,
their ancestor, landed from the canoe Tainui.
Their domain, which extended from Kawhia
Bay to Mokau River, has been described by
early travellers as an extremely beautiful and
romantic-looking country. At full tide the
harbour shines in the sunlight like an unbroken
sheet of silver, in which the green and gold
reflections of the surrounding bush are
mirrored and magnified. For many miles in
length and breadth the tide runs inland from
its bar-bound mouth, reaching with its liquid
arms right to the base of the mountains which
encircle the harbour like a massive frame.
Rugged and picturesque are these mountains,
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with their cloak of deep green bush, through
which huge masses of limestone rock protrude
their white faces with such forceful appear-
ance as to resemble the bastions of some old
Norman tower, covered with gigantic ivy, and
so marked is this resemblance that the
character of the peaks has been preserved in
their name—the Castle Hills.

Down the sides of these slopes there run
innumerable streams, the largest being the
Awaroa River, which enters the harbour at the
north-east end, where the scenery culminates
in its most impressive aspect. A little to the
northward of Kawhia lies the valley of the
Waipa, and between this district and the
harbour stands "an ancient and dilapidated
volcano " called Pirongia, upon which the
evening sun directs its blood-red darts, lighting
up its many peaks and towers until they
resemble a huge altar raised by the hand of
some mighty priest. The climate, too, is
mild and soft, like that of southern Spain,
and we are told that there the orange and the
lemon might blossom and bud with all the
luxuriance found in the valleys of Granada.

This was the home of the Ngatitoa, and
immediately adjacent to them were the Ngati-
raukawa, Ngatimaniapoto, and Ngatikowhata
tribes, all of whom claimed common descent
from Hoturoa. With these people, therefore,
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the Ngatitoa were on friendly terms, and they
freely aided each other in the wars of offence
and defence in which they were frequently
engaged with the Waikato and other tribes.

So long as both sides were fighting with
their native weapons the Ngatitoa and their
allies were able to hold their own, and some-
times more than hold their own against tribal
enemies, but towards the time when Te
Rauparaha began to rise into fame as a
warrior, a great change was coming over the
system of native warfare. The whalers who
made the Bay of Islands their rendezvous,
had introduced the musket amongst the
Ngapuhi in exchange for pigs and flax, and
crude and uncertain as these weapons were,
they created such consternation amongst the
inland people, who still clung to their wooden
spears and stone clubs, that the power of
those who possessed these " fire spears" was
simply invincible. The Waikato tribes, seeing
the destructive power of these guns, had made
strenuous and successful efforts to arm them-
selves with a few, and under Te Wherowhero
and Te Waharoa they also began to sweep
their tribal enemies from off the face of the
land.

As the whalers frequented only the east
coast of Auckland, the tribes who had access
to them possessed an enormous advantage
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over all others, and this fact did not escape
the observation of Te Rauparaha, who was
quick enough to see that when the time came,
as come it must, that the Waikatos thought
fit to attack him and his people in satisfaction
for many an old grudge, the day would go
hard with the Ngatitoa, owing to the
superiority of their opponents' armament.
While pondering over the position, and
wondering what its probable outcome would
be, an event occurred which gave the chief
unexpected relief. This was the arrival at
Kawhia of that picturesque figure in Maori
history, Tamati Waka Nene, whose influence
and eloquence were subsequently so power-
fully used in promoting the Treaty of Wai-
tangi. Tamati, on this occasion, was proceed-
ing southward, with his brother, Patuone, on a
mission which had no particular object except
the killing and eating of a few of their enemies,
and as the occasion was full of immediate
and prospective possibilities, Te Rauparaha
readily accepted their cordial invitation to
accompany them. The operations of the war
party against the Ngatiruanui, of Taranaki,
need not concern us, beyond the general
statement that the guns which the northerners
carried contributed enormously to their
success. The resident people were every-
where defeated, and those who were not
killed, captured, or eaten, were driven into
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the mountain fastnesses, there to miserably
survive if they could, or as miserably perish
if they could not.

After disposing of the Taranaki tribes, the
march of the taua down the coast was one of
uninterrupted victory. The tribes who had
the courage to oppose them in open battle
were hopelessly beaten, and those who
deemed discretion the better part of valour
were pursued as far as it was safe to follow
them. Retreat was the policy adopted by
the Ngatiapa, of Rangitikei, who hastily
retired to the mountains the moment Waka
Nene and Te Rauparaha appeared within
their territory. Such of them, however, who
did not succeed in escaping, or who were
unaware of the presence of an enemy, were
caught and killed, and the whole country
was overrun, and left practically at the mercy
of the invaders.

Of this hostile descent upon the coast the
Rangitane people declare that they, secure
in their mountain fastnesses, heard nothing
until the arrival of the war party at Otaki.
Thither some of the children of Toki-poto
had gone on a visit to their friends, and
there they met the redoubtable Te Rauparaha,
who enquired of them the whereabouts of
their people, and the number and strength
of their pas. The patronising and fatherly
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demeanour which this artful barbarian could
assume* when his ends were better served
by the concealment of his true purpose,
completely won the confidence of the lads,
and in their innocence of what manner of
man he was to whom they were confiding
the secrets of the tribe, they readily told
him all that he wished to know.

When the desired information was obtained,
some of Te Rauparaha's followers proposed,
as a precaution against the frustration of
their plans, that the children should be killed,
but Te Rauparaha, more far-seeing than
they, interposed, for he had not yet ex-
hausted their usefulness.

In the depths of his cunning, he had
conceived the idea of making the children
of Toki-poto the instruments by which that
chief would be delivered into Ngatitoa hands.
Accordingly, he resisted the demand for
their blood, saying " No, let them alone,
they are only children. Rather let us go
and take Toki-poto out of the stern of the
canoe." This was Te Rauparaha's expres-
sive method of conveying to his warriors that
he sought a more valuable trophy than the
life of a child, and had resolved on no less
a scheme than the assault of the Hotuiti

* The Hon. J. W. Barnicoat, who knew Te Rauparaha well, has assured
the writer that when it suited him the .wily chief could " lend a most angelic
expression to his countenance
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pa. To Mahuri, the eldest son of Toki-poto,
he then turned, and in dulcet tones he said,
" Go to your father, I will see him."

Accompanied by the Ngatitoa warriors and
their leader, the lad led the way to a small
lake pa at Hotuiti, whither Toki-poto had
gone from his main settlement on the banks
of the Manawatu. The pa itself was built
upon one of the many miniature islets which
dot the face of the lake, and while Rauparaha
with his followers lurked in the bush which
fringed the water's edge, he sent the un-
suspecting Mahuri to tell his father that Te
Rauparaha wished to talk with him. The
first thought to arise in the mind of the
Rangitane chief was one of suspicion, and
he at once exclaimed, " No, I will not ^o. I
shall be slain." The boy, into whose good
graces, Te Rauparaha had completely
wormed himself, ridiculed these fears, and
urged upon his father to go. To these
entreaties Toki-poto at length yielded, and,
taking a few of his people with him, went in
his canoe, unarmed, to welcome the visitor.

Scarce had they reached the edge of the
wood before they were set upon by the
secreted warriors, and in the massacre which
followed, for there could be no battle where
only one side was armed, the chief and a
number of his followers were killed, while the
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remainder, with the exception of two, were
taken prisoners. These two more fortunate
ones were Mahuri, the innocent cause of the
disaster, and Te Awe Awe, the father of the
well-known family who still reside upon the
Rangitane lands in the Manawatu. Side by
side with Toki-poto there fell that day
another chief named Te Maraki, whose
greenstone mere, a weapon famous in the
annals of the tribe, was buried on the scene
of the conflict by the mourning people, and
there it remained hidden for sixty odd years,
until it was discovered in 1882.

Strange to say, Te Rauparaha did not
press the advantage thus gained, by attacking
the pa, but contented himself with carrying
his prisoners off to Otaki, where he rejoined
Waka Nene, and proceeded in his raid of
bloodshed as far as the Wairarapa.

We need not dwell on the defeat of the
Ngatikahungunu people there, when the
Tawhare Nikau pa fell before the Ngatitoa
assault, nor do the sickening details of the
cannibal gorge which followed for three days,
concern us. It will be sufficient for our
purpose to note that when the victorious
warriors returned to the coast, they remained
for a few days at Omere, to rest, and while
there the eagle eye of Waka Nene descried a
whaler in full sail beating through Cook
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Strait. To the quick intellect of the chief
the sight of the ship opened up in an instant
an entirely new vista, for he knew what
intercourse with the pakeha had done for the
Ngapuhi, and he saw no reason why the
same advantages should not he shared by
his friend and ally, Te Rauparaha.

Doubtless that chief had confided his fears
to Waka Nene, and they had probably con-
sulted long and anxiously as to the growing
weakness of the former's position at Kawhia.
When, therefore, Tamati beheld the passing
ship, he saw at a glance that if this part
of the coast was frequented by vessels of
the white man, it offered the same facilities
for obtaining arms and ammunition which
Hongi enjoyed at the Bay of Islands. With
unrestrained excitement he called out to his
comrade, " Oh Raha, do you see that people
sailing on the sea ? They are a very good
people, and if you conquer this land and
hold intercourse with them, you will obtain
guns and powder and become very great."
This optimistic little speech was apparently
all that was required to confirm Te Rau-
paraha in his growing decision to cross the
Rubicon, by migrating with the whole of his
people from the storm-threatened Kawhia,
and when the war party turned their faces
towards home, it was with the full resolve
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to come back at the first convenient season to
make the country their own.

The homeward journey was characterised
by the same ruthless behaviour towards the
resident people which had been practised on
the way down, those who were captured being
killed and eaten without any unnecessary
ceremony.

What occurred within the confines of the
Manawatu we do not know, because the
present day representatives of the Rangitane
people declare that they saw and heard
nothing of the invaders. As they proceeded
further north, however, we hear more of them,
for while in the Rangitikei district an incident
took place which it suited the Ngatiapa people
not to forget. In one of the many excursions
made into the interior in search of victims a
young chieftainess named Pikinga was cap-
tured by a party of Te Rangihaeata's men.
Pikinga was the sister of Arapata Hiria,
the chief against whom Waka Nene and
Te Rauparaha were operating at the moment,
and if the gossip of the day is to be believed,
she was possessed of no mean personal
charms. She at least was captivating enough
to turn the tables upon her captors, by show-
ing that Cupid's darts were more effective
than the Maori mere, for it was not long
before Rangihaeata fell a victim to her charms,
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and made her his wife. Whether this was
merely a passing whim on the part of the
amorous young warrior, or a move in a much
deeper game of diplomacy, it would be difficult
to say at this distance of time, particularly as
each tribe now imputes to a different motive
the action of the chief. The Ngatiapa claim,
with absurd insistance, that the marriage was
the expression and bond of perpetual peace
between them and Te Rauparaha; while the
Ngatiraukawa, to whose lot it fell some fifty
years later to contest the point, contend that
no such construction could be put upon this
addition to Rangihaeata's household, and
that if it involved the tribes in a treaty of
friendship at the time, the compact was
subsequently denounced by Te Rauparaha on
account of the treachery of the Ngatiapa.

It is quite within the region of possibility
that Te Rauparaha, having regard to the
political aspect of the situation, would lead
the Ngatiapa people to believe, so soon as
he had measured their strength, that he
desired to cultivate their goodwill, because
immediately he had determined to seize the
country opposite Kapiti, he would perceive
the wisdom of having some friendly tribe
stationed between him and his northern
enemies, upon whom he could rely to with-
stand the first shock of battle in the event
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of a Waikato invasion. Such tactics would
not be foreign to the Ngatitoa leader, for
that part of his life which was not spent in
battle was mainly occupied in the develop-
ment of schemes whereby the efforts of one
tribe were neutralised by the counter efforts
of another, and if he could make pawns of
the Ngatiapa he would chuckle to himself
and say " Why not ?"

But it must not be supposed that Te
Rauparaha would seriously contemplate any-
thing in the way of a permanent peace with
the Ngatiapa, or with anyone else whom he
felt strong enough to destroy, and even
assuming that he encouraged them in the
belief that Rangihaeata's devotion to Pikinga
was a common bond between them, he would
not dream of maintaining such an under-
standing a moment longer than it suited
his purpose. It seems, therefore, more likely
that when Te Rauparaha satisfied himself
that the Rangitikei people were no match
for his own warriors, and that he could
subdue them at his leisure, he was at some
pains to impress them with his magnanimity,
but only because he desired to use them as
a buffer between himself and the Waikato s.
For this purpose he probably appeared to
attach more importance to the marriage of
his lieutenant than he really did, for years
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afterwards, when he felt secure against in-
vasion, he repudiated any friendship with
the Ngatiapa, and ordered his people to
wage eternal warfare against them.

The claim which the Ngatiapa people
subsequently made to the land in the Mana-
watu-Rangitikei districts, on the ground that
they were never conquered by the Ngatitoa,
because this marriage protected them from
conquest, was therefore not well founded, the
by no means unusual circumstance of a chief
taking a captive woman to be his slave wife
being invested with a significance which it did
not deserve.

After this happy event, the war party, laden
with spoil and prisoners, made their way back
to the north, and when they reached Kawhia,
Waka Nene took his leave of Te Rauparaha,
and Te Rauparaha prepared to take his leave
of the land of his fathers. When the usual
period of feasting and enjoyment, which
invariably followed upon the return of a
successful war party, had terminated, Te
Rauparaha set himself systematically to the
task of persuading his people to enter into
the spirit of the scheme over which he had
become so enthusiastic, and which he deemed
so necessary for their safety. The task was
by no means a simple one, for the impending
danger was not so apparent to all the tribe
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as it was to their chief, and moreover there
centred in the spot which he was asking them
to leave, the traditions and associations of a
hundred years. They knew each nook and
corner, from the caves to the hill-tops, every
point of which spoke to them of the beloved
past. Here a rock which had been a trysting
place in some tragic love affair; there a haunt
of spirits; yonder a burying ground made
sacred by the bones of their ancestors; and
there again a battle field whereon their friends
had been slain. Each of these was a tie dear
indeed to the Maori, and they were naturally
loth to leave all that linked them to the past
when the future to which they were invited
was so full of doubt and uncertainty.

But the confidence which Te Rauparaha
had inspired by his prowess as a warrior
and the prospect of guns and ammunition,
gradually overcame their more sentimental
objections, and before long the Ngatitoa
people agreed to follow their chief whither-
soever he might lead. Te Rauparaha was,
however, prudent enough to recognise that
his own section of the tribe, though brave
at heart, were few in numbers for so serious
an undertaking as the conquest of a new
territory. As soon, therefore, as he had
secured the consent of his own tribe, he
paid a visit to Mungatautari, for the purpose
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