
 
 
 
 

HISTORIC PLACES 
IN PALMERSTON 

NORTH 
 
 

A description of places listed on the 
Register of the New Zealand Historic Places Trust 

Pouhere Taonga 
 

 
 

 
 

A project of the 
Manawatu Branch of the New Zealand Historic Places Trust 

Pouhere Taonga 
2007 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by:  Rosemary Harris 
   Margaret Tate 

   Pat Scrivens 



Information compiled by the Manawatu Branch of the New Zealand Historic Places Trust Pouhere Taonga, 2007 
© New Zealand Historic Places Trust. See copyright details for use of information. 

2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This inventory is a project of the Manawatu Branch Committee of the NZ Historic Places Trust Pouhere 
Taonga, April 2007 
 
The information contained in this inventory is believed to be accurate at the time of writing. Further 
information is welcome. Contact the Secretary, Manawatu Branch Committee of the NZHPT, Box 732, 
Palmerston North   
 
      © The New Zealand Historic Places Trust 
 
      Design:  Ess’n Dee Associates Limited 
 
The Committee acknowledges the financial support of the New Zealand Historic Places Trust and the 
Palmerston North City Council Natural and Cultural Heritage Incentive Fund. 
 

 
 

  

http://citylibrary.pncc.govt.nz/historic-places-in-palmerston-north.html


Information compiled by the Manawatu Branch of the New Zealand Historic Places Trust Pouhere Taonga, 2007 
© New Zealand Historic Places Trust. See copyright details for use of information. 

3 

 
Contents 
 
 
 

Introduction..........................................................................................5 
 
Palmerston North Central Business District 
Regent Theatre .......................................................................................11 
All Saints’ Church ....................................................................................13 
All Saints' Church Hall ............................................................................15 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit......................................................................17 
Grand Hotel Building. ..............................................................................19 
Coronation Memorial ...............................................................................21 
Hitching Post............................................................................................23 
Te Peeti Te Awe Awe Memorial ..............................................................25 
Former T&G Building...............................................................................27 
United Manawatu Lodge (now Aqaba) ....................................................29 
Ward Brothers Building............................................................................31 
Soldiers’ Club Building (former RSA Building) ........................................33 
Palmerston North Technical Institute (now UCOL) .................................35 
Old Post Office (now Esplanade Café)....................................................37 
Former Chief Post Office .........................................................................39 
Steeles Building ......................................................................................41 
Stubbs Jewellers Building........................................................................43 
DIC Building (now City Library) ...............................................................45 
 
Massey University  
Massey University Old Main Building ......................................................49 
Massey University Refectory Building .....................................................51 
Wharerata ...............................................................................................53 
Craiglockhart (Moginie House) ................................................................55 
Old Dairy Factory (Dairy Research Building) ..........................................57 
 
Houses 
Caccia Birch House .................................................................................61 
16 Guy Avenue........................................................................................63 
Kaingahou, 642 Pioneer Highway ...........................................................65 
28 Ranfurly Street....................................................................................67 
40, 42, 44 Ranfurly Street........................................................................69 
Rangimarie, 3 Rangiora Avenue .............................................................71 
Woolahra, Rangitikei Line........................................................................73 
Cluny Park, Rangitikei Line .....................................................................75 
239 and 241 Ruahine Street....................................................................77 
170 Russell Street ...................................................................................79 
 
Other Historic Places 
Hoffman Kiln ............................................................................................83 
Hokowhitu School ...................................................................................85 
Stone Wall, Pahiatua Track .....................................................................87 
 

http://citylibrary.pncc.govt.nz/historic-places-in-palmerston-north.html


Information compiled by the Manawatu Branch of the New Zealand Historic Places Trust Pouhere Taonga, 2007 
© New Zealand Historic Places Trust. See copyright details for use of information. 

4 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://citylibrary.pncc.govt.nz/historic-places-in-palmerston-north.html


Information compiled by the Manawatu Branch of the New Zealand Historic Places Trust Pouhere Taonga, 2007 
© New Zealand Historic Places Trust. See copyright details for use of information. 

5 

 
Introduction 

 
 

This file contains supporting information about the Palmerston North 
heritage places included in the Register of the New Zealand Historic 
Places Trust. It has been compiled by the Manawatu Branch Committee 
of the Trust. Many places are also included in the District Plans of the 
Palmerston North City Council and the Manawatu  District Council. 
 
 
 
The Manawatu Branch Committee 
The Manawatu Branch Committee of the NZ Historic Places Trust is a group of 
volunteers who work to preserve our local heritage. The Committee researches local 
heritage sites and issues, makes submissions to local authorities, works with owners 
of heritage properties, funds plaques to mark sites of interest and arranges trips and 
heritage walks to places of interest. For further information contact the Secretary, 
P.O Box 732, Palmerston North. 
 
Our Sources of Information 
The material in this file has been based on information provided by the NZ Historic 
Places Trust, and on a range of local records including: 

Manawatu Branch of the NZHPT Records,  
 Palmerston North City Library Photograph Collection  
  Ian Matheson City Archives  
  Massey University Archives  

Palmerston North City Council 
Manawatu District Council  

 
The material was compiled by Rosemary Harris and edited by Margaret Tate for the 
Manawatu Branch Committee in 2006-2007. Pat Scrivens took the photographs in 
February 2007. The status and condition of historic places can change and we 
welcome additional information. Anyone seeking more detail on a specific place 
should consult the sources listed above. 
 
Copyright 
Copyright is held by the NZ Historic Places Trust.  
 
Privacy 
Permission from the owners of private property was obtained for the photographs. 
Names of earlier owners were derived from publicly available sources but those of 
recent and current owners have not been included for reasons of privacy.   
 
Thanks 
We acknowledge a range of support provided by the Palmerston North City Council 
and the NZ Historic Places Trust in the development of this project. In particular we 
should like to thank Cindy Lilburn, Manawatu Branch Committee; Lesley Courtney 
and Barbara Olsen, Ian Matheson City Archives; Louis Changuion, Massey 
University Archives; David Murphy, Policy Planner, Palmerston North City Council. 
We appreciate the dedicated work of Rosemary Harris and Pat Scrivens and thank 
Cushla Scrivens and Lucy Marsden for editorial assistance.  We are also grateful to 
the owners of the registered properties who supported the project. 
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Explaining the Register 
Rarangi Taonga, the Register of Historic Places, Historic Areas, Wahi Tapu 
and Wahi Tapu areas is the national schedule of New Zealand’s treasured 
heritage places.  
 
The Register of the New Zealand Historic Places Trust is a statutory 
requirement and is defined in section 22 of the Historic Places Act, 1993  
 
The Register consists of the following categories: 
 
 Category I:  Places of special or outstanding historical or cultural 

heritage significance or value. 
 
 Category II: Places of historical or cultural heritage significance or 

value. 
 
The Register is divided into four parts: 

 Historic Places can include bridges, memorials, pa, archaeological 
sites, buildings, mining sites, cemeteries, gardens, shipwrecks, and 
many other types of places. 

 Historic Areas are groups of related historic places. 
 Wahi Tapu are places sacred to Maori in the traditional, spiritual, 

religious, ritual or mythological sense. 
 Wahi Tapu Areas are groups of wahi tapu. 

 
The Register contains only the information that identifies the heritage 
values of sites and places of significance. Supporting information such 
as that included in this file is not an official part of the Register.  For 
further information on the Register and the work of the NZ Historic 
Places Trust visit the Trust website: www.historic.org.nz. Full 
information on local Category I historic places may be found on this 
website. 
 
For information on District Plans contact the Palmerston North City 
Council or the Manawatu District Council. 
 
Why are historic places registered? 
The Register informs property owners and the public about heritage places 
and assists in their protection under the Resource Management Act. Councils 
are required to have regard to the Register when developing Regional and 
District Plans and the Trust is involved in the decision-making process when 
changes are being considered. Councils are required to advise owners/ 
developers if a property is a registered historic place by the New Zealand 
Historic Places Trust before any alteration or development work begins.  
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Registration in itself does not prevent historic places suffering from neglect. 
Nor does it stop alterations or attempts to relocate or demolish such 
properties. However, Councils under District Plan heritage policies and rules 
are required to protect them from unsympathetic treatment and rules in the 
District Plan are used to determine outcomes of resource and building 
consent applications.  
 
The National and Central Region Offices of the New Zealand Historic Places 
Trust and the Manawatu Branch Committee of the Trust are active in working 
with owners to advise on proposed changes to heritage listed properties and 
in providing well-researched information to Councils. The Trust responds to 
resource consent applications affecting heritage properties and appears at 
hearings to support the retention of registered buildings and sites.  
 
The Manawatu Branch also acknowledges the work of many owners in 
Palmerston North who carefully maintain their historic properties and the 
interest of the local Trust members who support the work of the Branch. 
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